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Nancy, September 2003

Invitation for you to participate in the new AFANet programme - 2004-07

As one of the EU Socrates Thematic Networks
 AFANet aims at defining and developing a European dimension in higher education, as well as at enhancing European co-operation and innovation.  AFANet’s current three year project
 will finish at the end of this September. We are pleased to inform you that we will be funded next year to widely disseminate the outcomes from this project.  A major conference will be held from 8 to 10 January 2004 entitled Innovation in European education, promise and practice for the disciplines of Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture and the Environmental Sciences. 

In the current project we have carried out initiatives and pilots which have addressed the vision of the Bologna process for a coherent, compatible and competitive European higher education
.  We have addressed how certain current issues in industry and society should be incorporated into the curriculum (e.g. Integrated Rural Development and Animal Bioethics), the process and basis for the development of agreed core curricula on a European wide basis in the fields of Agricultural Engineering, Animal Breeding and Genetics, and Aquaculture, and discussed the issues of delivering virtual education in the context of Forestry education.  We have also recognised that it is important to enhance the infrastructure for internationalisation by supporting the staff development of language teachers and international relations officers.

In developing the new AFANet programme for 2004-07 we will work within the overall aim for Thematic networks funded under the EU Commission’s Socrates programme, namely to develop a European dimension to teaching and learning in higher education.  However, within this brief we have been given certain clear directives to develop initiatives which will:

· define generic and subject specific core competencies for our disciplines

· reinforce the link between universities, and society and industry

· develop links and synergies with other Socrates activities, e.g. Curriculum Development projects (CD), Intensive Programmes (IP), Grundtvig and Leonardo de Vinci Programme

· develop transversal themes, eg promoting synergies between teaching and research

Our project should also be developed within the context of the action lines of the Bologna process

In developing the AFANet programme we foresee working within the following four generic domains:

1: Curricula development: identification of core curricula at the European level for the Bachelor degree in selected disciplines, innovation in curricula to represent the changing expectations of society and industry, supporting international work placements in industry as part of the curriculum, implications of teaching and learning in a multi-cultural environment, quality assurance, developing links with other Socrates strands, e.g. Socrates Intensive Programmes (IP) and Curriculum Development (CD) projects.

2: Innovation in teaching methods: the implications of moving from a didactic approach to student centred learning (e.g. comparison of teaching strategies, use of information and communication technology (ICT) and open and distance learning (ODL), use of case studies and other problem based learning approaches)

3: Response to the needs of society and industry in European higher education: links with other EU programmes (e.g. in research with Networks of Excellence under the 6th Framework Programme, life long learning under Grundtvig), relationships with the other parts of the world, dissemination of the activities of the Network.

4: Support for effective international collaboration (support for the international relations officers, for language teachers and for the universities in accession countries to become fully integrated within the European Higher Education Area).

We believe that these generic domains should be addressed within a particular discipline context so that the developments have an immediate impact within that discipline and the outcomes can be used as exemplars and pilots for wider dissemination. The focus is likely to be a particular subject or degree programme within the broad disciplines of agriculture, aquaculture and inland fishing, and forestry.  Certain subject areas have already been suggested:

a) Food chain awareness

b) Agro-ecology

c) Safety and security in agricultural production

d) Landscape architecture

e) Integrated rural development and multi-functionality

f) Ethics and sustainability of agricultural production

g) Broadening the traditional curriculum, for example extending animal science to include companion animals, equine science and managed nature reserves

The work programme for the new AFANet programme will be arranged around workpackages (activities) lead by a Workpackage Co-ordinator supported by a core group of members, normally between five and ten persons in total.  It is proposed that Dr Michel Marie from École Nationale Supérieure d'Agronomie et des Industries Alimentaires (ENSAIA) in Nancy will be the overall Co-ordinator for the new programme. Our application will be made in a two stage process, a short pre-proposal will be submitted by 1 November 2003 and, if selected, a full proposal by March 1 2004.

We invite you to state your interest in helping develop a workpackage for the new AFANet proposal for 2004-07. If you would like to participate, please would you respond to the following statements by email to Michel Marie (marie@ensaia.inpl-nancy.fr) by 30 September:

A) I am interested in the following generic areas (select from the list 1-4 above, please specify your particular interest within the four main headings)

B) I am interested in developing a European dimension in the following subject areas (select from a-f above)

C) I would like to propose the following subject area as a focus for a workpackage

D) I Would you like to co-ordinate a Workpackage with the title of:

E) For me, I think that the main achievement of AFANet in the period 2004-07 should be:

If you would like to discuss the possibilities please do not hesitate to contact Michel Marie by phone 

+33 3 83 59 58 87 or by email

Very sincerely yours

Dr Michel Marie





Dr Simon B Heath

Proposed AFANet Co-ordinator for 2004-07
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�  For more information see �HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/socrates/tnp/index_en.html"��http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/socrates/tnp/index_en.html� 


�  � HYPERLINK http://www.afanet.info ��www.afanet.info� 


�  � HYPERLINK http://www.bologna-berlin2003.de ��http://www.bologna-berlin2003.de� 





enclosure4.doc

